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At Oakthorpe we recognise the value of providing a wide range of experiences to enrich and extend pupils’ 
learning and to contribute to their personal development. We aim to promote and provide such 
experiences for the pupils of the school, both as part of a broad and balanced curriculum and as additional 
optional activities. 

 

However, many of these activities have an associated cost and cannot be provided unless voluntary 
contributions are received or parents are charged for the cost. Our policy sets out the circumstances in 
which charges will or will not be made for school activities and when charges may be waived in order to 
ensure that all pupils have an equal opportunity to benefit from school visits, curricular and extra-curricular 
activities. 

 

In accordance with these guidelines Oakthorpe Primary School: 
 

 Will not charge for books, materials, equipment and instruction in connection with the National 
Curriculum or Religious Education taught at school, except where parents have indicated in advance 
their wish to purchase the product. 

 

 Will not charge for any activities which take place in school time.  However, we may permit 
organisations to charge parents when such an organisation is acting independently of the school or the 
LA, to arrange an activity to take place during school hours and parents want their children to join in the 
activity.  This includes instrumental tuition for individual pupils or pupils in small groups. 

 

 May invite parents to make voluntary contributions to enable school funds to go further. This may 
include contributions to the cost of visits to school by various professionals e.g. authors, storytellers, 
musicians, dancers or artists. Children of parents who do not contribute will not be treated differently 
from those who do make contributions 

 

 May charge for activities (optional extras), which happen outside school hours when these activities are 
not necessarily part of the National Curriculum. 

 

 Will have the right to cancel an activity if there are insufficient voluntary contributions to make the 
activity possible. 

 

 Endeavours to seek out the best possible prices to ensure we are providing good value for money. 
 

Residential Visits 
When we organise a residential visit in school time or mainly in school time, which is essential to the 
education provided at the school, no charge is made for the education provided by school staff. 
However, charges will be made for board and lodging, transport and activities provided by specialist 
staff. 



  

Parents may be entitled to claim support to meet the financial costs of a residential visit if they are in 
receipt of certain benefits / their children are eligible for free school meals. Further advice can be obtained 
in confidence from the school office or Headteacher if you feel this may be the case. 

 

School Trips or Visits 
When organising school day trips or visits which enrich the curriculum and educational experience of the 
children, the school invites parents to contribute to the cost of the trip. All contributions are voluntary, but 
if we do not receive sufficient voluntary contributions, it may be necessary to cancel a trip. If a trip goes 
ahead, it may include children whose parents have not paid any contribution. We do not treat these 
children differently from any others. 

 
If a parent wishes their child to take part in a school trip or event, but is unwilling or unable to make a 
voluntary contribution, we do allow the child to participate fully in the trip or activity. Sometimes the 
school pays additional costs in order to support the visit. Parents have a right to know how each trip is 
funded. The school provides information on request (No individual circumstances are disclosed). 

 
Swimming 
The school organises swimming lessons for children in Year 4. These take place in school time and are part 
of the National Curriculum. We make no charge for this activity. We inform parents when these lessons are 
to take place. 

 

Sports Coaching 
All children have games lessons e.g. football, netball, hockey, as part of the school curriculum. We also 
run coaching for the school football, netball, rounders and athletics teams. A member of staff runs this 
coaching either during school time or after school, however, no charge is made for these activities. 

 
In School Clubs Programme 
We do not make charge for teaching provided by school staff or volunteers as part of our clubs programme. 
It is sometimes necessary to make a small charge to cover the cost of the materials provided, such as 
cooking ingredients. Children sometimes have the opportunity to choose to take part in clubs like horse 
riding or golf, for which there is also a charge. Parents will be informed in advance of the cost of these 
clubs. 

 
Music Tuition 
All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this.  We also 
provide individual or group instrumental tuition through employing peripatetic teachers and they will make 
a charge for these lessons. We give parents information about proposed additional music tuition at the 
start of each academic year. 

 
Extra Curriculum Activities 
We have many clubs that run at different times of the year after school which provide a rich and varied 
programme of activities. They are run by individuals or organisations and are charged for. Letters are sent 
out in advance to notify parents / carers of what is available. 

 
Breakfast Club 
Following guidelines from the DfE, the Governors will recover the costs of providing these extended 
services directly from those who use them. The level of charging therefore will be based on actual costs and 
will be reviewed as required. At the time of this policy the cost is £2 per day or £1 after 8.30. 



  

After School Club – Grassroots 
Grassroots is our Ofsted registered after school club provider. The company makes a charge for the service 
based on individual requirements. At the time of this policy, the cost is £8.50 a day. 

 
Damaged or Lost School Property 
Parents are asked to make a contribution towards replacing damaged or lost school property caused 
wilfully or negligently by their children, e.g. broken window, damaged or lost book 

 
The school is registered with several childcare voucher schemes; please speak to Mrs Griffin in the office 
who will assist you in completing your childcare voucher application form. 

 

Full details of all charges explained in this Policy will be outlined in writing at the time that the activity is 
taking place. 


