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 Homework Policy 
Oakthorpe Primary School 

February 2013 

 
 
 

Our homework policy has been thoroughly reviewed and in doing so has 
taken full account of parent views expressed in Autumn 2012. 
 

Why is homework important? 

Homework is an important part of a child’s education and can add to a child’s development 
and to raising a child’s level of attainment.  

We believe in promoting a partnership with parents in the education of their children. By 
providing homework we hope to involve not just the child but the parents as well and so 
homework is seen as an important method of communication between teachers and parents. 

The benefits for pupils may include: 
 A sense of responsibility for their own learning 
 Additional learning time 
 Improved pupil self-confidence and motivation 
 Increased ability to learn independently  
 Providing the opportunity to practise what has been learned in class 
 Researching topics that interest individual children 
 Sharing learning with parents  
 Develop good work habits for the future 
 Make links between the outside world and the classroom  
 Encourage talk and discussion between adults and child about learning 
 
The benefits for parents may include: 
 The opportunity to share in their child’s learning 
 The opportunity to show an interest in their child’s education 
 Greater opportunity to monitor their child’s progress 
. 
 
We recognise the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and development. 
Whilst more formal, set homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part 
in a wide range of out of school activities, like sports and music,  
which play an important part in the lives of children, developing  
confidence and raising self esteem.  
 
We DO NOT intend homework to be stressful or  
to put the child or parent under pressure 
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How is homework organised and what is expected? 
 
As a guide:  

 all children should have the opportunity to read with an adult every evening. This can be 
sharing a book with an adult, reading to an adult or listening to a story and can be a 
school book, child’s own book or a library book.  

 

 children in Years 3 – 6 should practise their times tables frequently for a few minutes 
 
In addition 

 in Reception children should make a weekly entry in their Memory Books 
 

 in Year 1 and 2 children should spend 15 - 20 minutes once a week on homework 
 

 in Year 3 this should increase to 20 - 30 minutes once a week (including reading journal) 
 

 in Year 4 children should spend 20 - 30 minutes twice a week (including reading journal) 
 

 in Year 5 and 6 children should spend 20 - 30 minutes 2 – 3 times a week (plus reading 
journal) – and this will increase for Year 6 as children prepare for SATs 

 
Other points: 

 As far as possible homework will be set on days specified at the beginning of the year-
this will include a weekend and at least one day to support families 

 Children will be given a deadline for returning homework 

 Homework should be completed on paper or worksheets or in homework books – 
exercise books used in class are rarely sent home 

 Staff will mark/acknowledge homework 

 Parents are asked to check their children’s homework as, in a few cases, children have 
not completed the work set or have completed it very poorly 

 If homework is not completed regularly, teachers will speak to a child’s parents 

 If homework is not completed, where appropriate, children may be asked to complete it 
during break.  

 
Children are encouraged to: 
 

 Read for pleasure every night and share a book with their parents/carers 

 Learn spelling rules or practise using sounds learnt in phonics 

 Spend time learning and practising times tables 

 Practise what has been learnt in school 

 Prepare a special piece of work for a particular purpose such as a competition, assembly 
or a trip which may include learning words to songs, poems or play-scripts.   

 
On occasions KS2 children may be asked to work on an  
extended project which is linked to their class theme,  
which they may complete over a number of weeks or a holiday 
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How can parents help? 

 

 Encourage children to produce the highest standard of homework they can.   
 

 Write messages in reading diaries to let teachers know how well their children have 
read. 

 

 Talk to children about their homework and make sure they know what to do.  
 

 While we would expect parents to support and guide children when completing 
homework tasks, they should not complete homework for their children. 

 

 Make sure there is somewhere quiet to work without distractions....with the television 
turned off 

 

 Practise times tables with children. 
 

 Explore recommended websites or visit the library to find suitable books 
 

 Check children’s homework diary at least weekly and book bag daily 
 

 Continue to read to their children even when they have started reading themselves – 
children benefit greatly from listening to stories whether they are new ones or familiar 
favourites....in home language or in English 

 

 Talk with their children about activities at home eg cooking, and about events in the 
news 
 

 Help children to tell the time 
 

 Encourage independence – children should be helped to tie their own shoe laces, get 
dressed by themselves, prepare their bag for school etc  

 
We recognise that it is sometimes difficult for time 
to be found at home so children who attend 
Breakfast Club or Grassroots After school Club, 
have the opportunity to do their homework there if 
necessary. 
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What should parents do if they are not happy with the homework their child 
gets? 

 
In signing the Home School Agreement, parents agree to support their child with the 
homework that the school sets. It is almost impossible for a school to set homework that all 
parents feel is appropriate, however:   

` If there is a problem with homework, for example it is too difficult or it is causing stress at 

home, parents should contact their child’s teacher in the first instance. 

` If parents feel that their child is receiving too much homework, they should speak to their 

child’s teacher 

` If parents would prefer their child to have more homework, they could  

 refer to the websites recommended on our school website 

 speak to their child’s teacher about resources that may be appropriate to purchase for 

their child’s age and ability 

 visit the library or places of interest with their child 

 

Additional homework may be set if a child is absent in term time, for reasons other than 

illness. 

Each term year groups produce a curriculum letter, which informs parents of the term’s 
curriculum and advises where parents can help. 
 

Whilst this policy provides a framework within which to work, professional judgment plays an 
important part in setting appropriate homework. 

 
 
 

THIS POLICY SHOULD BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
THE HOME/SCHOOL AGREEMENT 
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Examples of Homework per Year Group 
 
 

Reception: Memory books are sent home weekly and used as tool to 
encourage speaking and listening at home and in school.  
Children can choose a book daily and once they start reading 
books from the reading scheme they will take this home weekly. 
Words of the week are displayed in the classroom window each 
week 

 
 
Year 1 and 2: Maths and literacy are given on alternate weeks.  

Literacy may be short phonics, spelling or sentence activities or 
sometimes a short piece of writing 

 Daily reading with an adult is really important at this age 
 
 
Year 3: Literacy and maths each week  

Literacy may be sentence work or a piece of writing which may be 
related to work in other subjects eg science or history  
Time spent on literacy should include completing reading journal  
Practising multiplication tables 

 
 
Year 4: Literacy and maths each week 

Literacy may be sentence work or a piece of writing which may be 
related to work in other subjects eg science or history  
Time spent on literacy should include completing reading journal 
Practising multiplication tables 

 
 
Year 5: Literacy and maths each week 

Literacy is usually a piece of writing which may be related to work in 
other subjects eg science or history  
Children should also complete their reading journal 

   Practising multiplication tables and applying their knowledge 
 
 
Year 6: Homework varies each week, but usually includes maths and 

literacy 
Children should also complete their reading journal 
Practising multiplication tables and applying their knowledge 
In preparation for SATs, children are encouraged to work from their 
revision books and may be asked to write in different forms/genres, 
for example, a persuasive letter, a recount or a report. 

 
 

 
 

 


