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At Oakthorpe we recognise the importance of and value parental involvement in the life of the school.  

We believe that education is a collaborative enterprise involving amongst others, parents, staff and 

children.  As a school we are therefore committed to establishing and maintaining an effective and 

purposeful partnership between the school and home. 

Throughout this policy the term parent is used to refer to parents, guardians and carers. 

 

Aims:  

 A personal welcome for parents at the school entrance. 

 Parents treated as 'real' partners with important contribution to make. 

 Acknowledgement from all professionals that parents know their own children best and that 

each child and each family is unique. 

 Appropriate provision to meet the needs of children. 

 Parents, children and professionals discuss outcomes and plans together.  Joint decision making. 

 Make letters, school prospectus and key policies ''user friendly'', useful and informative. 

 Display key information on the school website and around school. 

 Actively listen to concerns to build a trusting and understanding partnership. 

 Provide courses and workshops for parents. 

 Focus on parents aspirations for their child. 

 Parents participating as fully as possible in decisions; and being provided with the information 

and support necessary to enable participation in decision making. 

 Support child and parent, in order to facilitate the development of the child and to help parents 

achieve the best possible educational and other outcomes, preparing them effectively for 

adulthood. 

 Having a Parent Support Advisor (PSA) who is available to provide family support, arrange 

parenting courses and advice and information about local services. 

Additional aims for parents with children with SEN: 

 Where it is decided to provide a pupil with SEN support, parents will be formally notified. 

 Where a pupil is receiving SEN support, parents and staff will meet regularly to set clear 

outcomes and review progress towards them, discuss the activities and support that will help 

achieve them and identify the responsibilities of the parent, the pupil and the school. 

 School will meet parents at least three times each year to review progress and needs 

 Provide parents with opportunities to discuss SEN and have a voice eg through coffee mornings 

and  

 Provide parents with copies of written reports and targets as discussed and opportunities to 

amend at home. 



Parents are welcomed into the school at mutually convenient times to learn more about their children's 

progress and to celebrate their successes. Meetings are arranged at a variety of different times to 

enable as many parents as possible to attend. 

To actively involve parents in the education and progress of their child we will hold: 

 Induction meetings for parents of children starting their school life at Oakthorpe. 

 Phase meetings in September to provide parents with contact points for the coming year, 

advice on the curriculum and information about the year ahead. 

 Open Evenings in October and February to provide parents with up to date information about 

their child's progress and targets. 

 SEN letters to parents to inform them of their child's progress. 

 Yearly reviews of children with special educational needs 

 Individual meetings with a range of staff e.g. class teacher, phase leader and head teacher. 

There are also informal opportunities for parents to be involved, including: 

 A variety of assemblies, including Harvest, Diwali, Mothers' Day and Year 6 show. 

 Christmas and Easter shows 

 FOO events, including the Fete and Fireworks Night 

 Educational visits 

 Black History workshops run by parents 

 Volunteering to accompany children on a range of visits 

 

Communication systems: 

We continually update and improve our communication system by: 

 Regular newsletters and information letters 

 Annual Progress Reports at the end of the year 

 Regularly updated website 

 Text messaging service 

 School questionnaires for parents 

 Home School Agreement 

 Termly curriculum letters 

 Electronic notice boards in the playground 

 Email distribution of letters and newsletters 

 Having a Turkish speaking member of staff at the reception desk 

 

Opportunities and support for parents: 

The school seeks to ensure all groups of parents connected with the school are aware of training and 

enrichment opportunities available in the school and in the community, by: 

 Running ESOL classes (English for speakers of others languages) 

 Signposting parents to adult learning courses in other venue. 



 Offering leaflets and guidance on specific areas of the curriculum, e.g. reading and phonics to 

enable parents to support children at home. 

 Providing information and advice workshops, for example written calculations in maths, to 

enable parents to support their children’s learning. 

 Access to Speech and Language Therapist, Behavioural support services and Educational 

Psychologist. 

 Supporting attendance. 

We also seek to support those parents who work by offering an extended school provision, for 

example: 

 Breakfast club ( 8.00 – 8.45 ) 

 After-school clubs (Grass Roots, gymnastics, dance , football, etc) 

 Holiday Club (Whizzpoppers – available every holiday except Christmas) 

 

Transition 

We aim to provide support and resources to help parents make informed decisions about choices and 

transitions to other schools by: 

 Providing impartial guidance on transition to parents and pupils. 

 Supporting parents with the procedures for applying for secondary schools. 

 Identifying the SENCo as the link to other agencies and resources. 

 

Friends of Oakthorpe 

All parents are automatically Friends of Oakthorpe and we are enormously grateful to FOO for their 

hard work and commitment in raising funds for our school.  

 

Home/School Partnership 

We believe that a strong home/school partnership is key to children’s emotional development, progress 

and growth as part of the community.  We encourage parents to support their children’s learning at 

home in a variety of ways, including: 

 jointly signing the Home/School agreement 

 reading with children as often as possible 

 visiting the library together 

 encouraging children to complete and return promptly any homework they have been given 

 Checking and signing their Homework Diary and reading record books on a regular basis and as 
a means of contacting teachers 
 

Parental Feedback 

The school will regularly seek parental views on a range of topics affecting pupils' education through 

questionnaires, surveys and verbal discussion. Feedback is valued, and responses are seriously 

considered and appropriate action taken 



 

Parents Forum 

The head teacher holds termly ‘Parents Forum’ meetings which provide an opportunity to discuss 

general issues relevant to the school (eg. security, playground developments) and raise any issues of 

concern.  Governors attend these meetings, enabling parents to get to know governors in an informal 

environment and for governors to be aware of and address any concerns. 

 

Meet the Governors meetings 

We have also recently introduced an opportunity for parents to meet the governors so that they can 

communicate any queries or questions they may have. 

 

 

At Oakthorpe we are committed to the highest possible level of ‘Partnership with Parents’ and are 

always open to new suggestions on how we can improve. 

 

This policy will be reviewed regularly and following any recommendations and best practice guidance. 

 

 

 

 


