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OAKTHORPE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION POLICY 
 

Reviewed and updated February 2014 

 

 

DEFINITION AND LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

 
Religious Education is about increasing a child’s understanding and knowledge of world faiths and 

also about their spiritual, moral, cultural and social development. 

 

It is a legal requirement under the 1988 Education Reform Act that all children in attendance at a 

maintained school will take part in an act of collective worship unless parents specify a wish for their 

child to be withdrawn. In 2008 Enfield introduced a New Agreed Syllabus which has been introduced 

into the school. 

 

By law, non-denominational schools are required to teach R.E. according to the local agreed syllabus. 

The Enfield Agreed Syllabus assumes a minimum time allocation of 36 hours per year at Key Stage 1 

and 45 hours per year at Key Stage 2. This means that at least 5% of our curriculum time is devoted 

to religious education at all Key Stages. This is quite separate from and does not include time allocated 

to collective worship or assemblies. 

 

Religious Education plays an important part in helping our school to further the spiritual, moral, social 

and cultural development of our pupils. We therefore plan and provide opportunities for children to 

ask questions about and reflect on their own experiences and their responses to these experiences. R.E. 

is a valued part of our whole school curriculum and is either taught as a subject in its own right or as 

part a theme topic. 

 

AIMS 

 
Religious Education within our school aims: 

 To help the child develop their beliefs and values as well as their spiritual awareness. 

 To develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other world faiths represented 

within the school including Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, and Sikhism. 

 To promote understanding, tolerance and respect for the beliefs and values of others in today’s 

multi-faith society. 

 To provide a safe, secure environment where pupils of all beliefs will be free to express their 

opinions whilst respecting others’ different views. 

 To foster children’s moral, spiritual, social and cultural development. 

 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING IN R.E. 

 
Each new unit proposes the ‘Big Question’ structure, with each lesson focussing on a particular issue. 

This enquiry based way of learning allows the children to have ownership over their own learning and 

encourages their independence as well as skills in investigation, interpretation and reflection. It also 

develops empathy, evaluation, analysis and expression.  

 

Each of the ‘Big Questions’ have cross- curricular links e.g. the environment, global issues and 

community cohesion. This allows the children to understand religions and religious phenomena in a 

global context and the impact on their local community.   
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R.E. IN THE CURRICULUM 
 

Foundation Stage: 

Within the context of ‘Understanding the World’, Reception children are given opportunities to help 

them “to become aware of, explore and question issues of differences in gender, ethnicity, language, 

religion and culture.” Some suggestions are listed below. 

 

 Introduce children to a range of cultures and religions, for example, tell stories, listen to music, 

dance, eat foods from different cultures and use resources in role play that reflect a variety of 

cultures, such as clothes, cooking implements, vegetables, symbols, candles and toys. 

 Look at pictures and videos of the cultures of children within the setting and other cultures 

outside the children’s experience. 

 Look at books that show different languages, dress and customs. 

 Deepen children’s knowledge of cultures and beliefs by handling artefacts, inviting visitors to 

the setting from a range of religious and ethnic groups, and visiting local places of worship and 

cultural centres where appropriate i.e. the local Church. 

 

Planning for children of five and over begins to take account of the requirements of the Enfield Agreed 

Syllabus. 

 
In KS1 and KS2 R.E. is taught through half-termly topics, with six different units of work for each 

year group. The areas we aim to cover across the key stages are: 

 

-  Religious festivals and customs, 

-  Sacred places, homes and places of worship, 

-  Religious leaders, their lives, beliefs and values. 

 

 

In KS1 and KS2, children study each of the six major world religions. These are Buddhism, 

Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism.        

 

In our school, all parents have the right to withdraw their child from Religious Education lessons. 

Should parents wish to do so, they should meet with the head teacher to discuss their reasons for 

withdrawal and to make alternative arrangements for their child during these sessions.  

 

PROGRESSION AND CONTINUITY 
 

Progression and continuity is ensured through our use of the Enfield and Hackney model scheme of 

work for R.E., which has been implemented and delivered at our school since the summer term, 2000. 

This has been modified and adapted by The New Agreed Syllabus that was introduced into schools in 

2008 and updated in 2013. The Enfield Scheme of Work outlines the knowledge and skills to be 

developed in each year group and ensures that each year group’s units build on knowledge acquired 

during previous years. This was planned and written by the R.E. advisers from the boroughs of Enfield 

and Hackney, and was designed to ensure that, throughout the key stages, the children receive a broad 

and balanced R.E. curriculum. Visits to places of worship are also incorporated into the curriculum 

where appropriate. By the time the children leave they should have visited a Buddhist Temple, a 

Christian Church, a Hindu Mandir, a Muslim Mosque, a Jewish Synagogue and a Sikh Gurdwara. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
 

There are two general Attainment Targets in R.E. – AT1: Learning about religion and AT2: Learning 

from religion. In our planning and delivery of R.E. lessons, we aim to reflect an equal balance between 

the two, and children are assessed through discussion as well as written activities. In addition, children 

can be assessed against the important skills and attitudes mentioned previously (see R.E. guidelines).               
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

All children irrespective of their race, gender, religion or ability will be given opportunities to increase 

their knowledge and explore their own beliefs and those of others, whether religious or not. Diversity 

of religious belief will be treated sensitively and the value of the children themselves as a resource is 

recognised and utilised. 

Efforts will be made to ensure that major faiths are shown in a worldwide context and that where 

studies of people are made or stories told, that these represent a range of ethnic and cultural 

backgrounds. 

The New Syllabus promotes the 5 areas of Every Child Matters. 

 

THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
 

The importance of an atmosphere of trust and mutual respect for the teaching of R.E. is recognised. 

We understand that children must feel relaxed, secure and comfortable when talking about their own 

beliefs and values.            

 

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

It is the role of the R.E. coordinator: 

 To monitor the teaching of R.E. and to identify strengths and weaknesses in this subject in 

order to raise standards. 

 To improve the quality of teaching by planning training and providing support to address areas 

for development and monitoring RE throughout the school. 

 To be familiar with the legal requirements for R.E. in schools, to keep staff informed of these 

and to ensure as far as possible that they are being met. 

 To liaise with other schools, members of the community and religious organisations where 

appropriate. 

 To assist in implementing units of work and lesson plans if requested and to monitor the quality 

of the delivery of the R.E. curriculum. 

 To ensure that teachers have access to the resources needed to support the units of work. 

 

It is the responsibility of the teacher to ensure that the R.E. policy and guidelines are followed. 

However, we recognise that the teacher has the same rights of withdrawal as the children and in such 

a case the teacher concerned should inform the head teacher immediately, as it is the responsibility of 

the head teacher to provide alternative arrangements to ensure that R.E. is being delivered in every 

class.          

 

BUDGET AND RESOURCES 
 

It is the role of the coordinator to organise R.E. resources in the school so that they are accessible and 

to make staff aware of what is available. It is also the role of the coordinator to draw up a budget and 

to provide, in consultation with the staff of the school, new resources to enable teachers to deliver R.E. 

in their classrooms effectively. 
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GUIDELINES FOR THE TEACHING OF R.E. 
 

AIMS 
 

The aims of R.E. within the context of the school are: 
 

- To promote an understanding, respect for and sensitivity towards those with religious beliefs 

different from one’s own. 

- To help children understand what it means to follow a religious way of life by developing their 

knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other world faiths represented within the 

school.  

- To develop children’s moral, spiritual, social and cultural development. 

- To provide a safe, secure environment where pupils of all beliefs will be free to express their 

opinions whilst respecting others’ different views. 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING 
 

According to the Agreed Syllabus for R.E.: 
 

“Effective inclusion involves teaching a lively, stimulating religious education curriculum 

that; 

 Build on and is enriched by the differing experiences pupils bring to religious 

education. 

 Meets all pupils learning needs including those with learning difficulties or who 

are gifted and talented, boys and girls, pupils for whom English is an additional 

language, pupils from all religious communities and pupils from a wide range of 

ethnic groups and diverse family backgrounds. 

 Contribute to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of all pupils 

regardless of their beliefs.”  

The style in which R.E. is taught is crucial to the pupils’ enjoyment and understanding of the subject. 

A wide variety of different learning and teaching techniques should be used. In this way, the pupils’ 

skills will be built upon and they will be offered a wider range of opportunities for understanding. 

 

 

 

ACTIVE LEARNING 
 

Active learning within R.E. is extremely important. As with other subjects, pupils learn more readily 

and show greater enthusiasm when they are actively involved in their learning. There are a great 

number of opportunities for active learning within R.E. Here are some examples: 

 Drama/role play 

 Discussions/debates 

 Dance 

 Music/song 
 

Other practical activities such as cookery, art and craft, design and technology etc. may incorporate 

RE elements and can be linked to a study or celebration of religious festivals. 

 

VISITS AND VISITORS 

 
These enable R.E. to be brought to life for the children. Visits may include a simple walk to the local 

church or a trip to the Hindu Mandir in Neasden. Like any other school trip an RE visit should 

understand why the place is special and why it is important for them to respect the laws and customs 

of a particular group of people. Likewise, when a visitor has been invited in, all efforts should be made 

to prepare the children for what to expect well in advance. In this way, any laughter, embarrassment, 

confusion etc. should be kept to a minimum. 
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RESOURCES AND ARTEFACTS 

 
Many of the religious practices and beliefs taught in school will be unfamiliar to some of the children. 

It is therefore crucial that artefacts, posters, DVDs, slides etc. are used whenever possible in order to 

extend the children’s understanding of the religion. As well as our own supply of artefacts, the PDC 

(Professional Development Centre) in Enfield has a large and readily available collection. All religious 

artefacts should be treated with respect, as they can be aids to worship and in some cases represent a 

divine being. They can be used in the classroom as starting points for discussion and role-play. In 

addition, they can help pupils understand about the rituals in which they are used, the stories they tell 

and what they represent to the members of that particular faith. 

 

PROGRAMME OF STUDY 
- See New Agreed Syllabus for appropriate Key Stage. 

- Enfield Agreed Syllabus 

 

SKILLS IN R.E. 
 

a) INVESTIGATION 

- Asking relevant questions. 

- Knowing how to use different types of sources as a way of gathering information. 

 

b) INTERPRETATION 

- The ability to draw meaning from artefacts, art, poetry and symbolism. 

- The ability to suggest meanings of religious texts. 

 

c) REFLECTION 

- The ability to reflect on feelings, relationships, experience and fundamental questions. 

 

d) EMPATHY 

- The ability to consider the thoughts, feelings, experiences, attitudes, beliefs and values of   

others. 

- Developing the ability to identify feelings such as love, wonder, forgiveness and sorrow. 

- The ability to see the world through the eyes of others. 

 

e) EVALUATION 

- The ability to debate issues of religious significance. 

- Weighing up the respective claims of self-interest, consideration for others, religious teaching 

and individual conscience 

 

f) ANALYSIS 

- Distinguishing between opinion, belief and fact 

- Distinguishing between the features of different religions 

 

g) SYNTHESIS 

- Linking significant features of religion together in a coherent pattern 

- Connecting different aspects of life into a meaningful whole 

 

h) APPLICATION 

- Making the association between religions and the individual, community, national and 

international life 

- Identifying key religious values and their interplay with secular ones 

 

 

 

http://www.lgfl.net/lgfl/leas/enfield/accounts/staff/sacre/homepage/syllabus/


 6 

i) EXPRESSION 

- The ability to explain concepts, rituals and practices 

- The ability to identify and articulate matters of deep conviction and concern and to respond to 

religious issues through a variety of media 

 

ATTITUDES IN R.E. 
 

Attitudes such as respect, care and concern should be promoted through all areas of school life. 

However, there are some attitudes that are central to religious education. These include the following 

 

a) COMMITMENT 

- Understanding the importance of commitment to a set of values by which to live 

- Willingness to develop a positive approach to life 

 

b) FAIRNESS 

- Listening to the views of others without prejudging the response 

- Careful consideration of other views 

- Willingness to consider evidence and argument 

- Readiness to look beyond first impressions 

 

c) RESPECT 

- Respecting those who have different beliefs from one’s own 

- Recognising the rights of others to hold those views 

- Avoidance of ridicule 

- Appreciating that people’s religious convictions are often deeply felt 

- Recognising the needs and concerns of others 

 

d) SELF-UNDERSTANDING 

- Developing a mature sense of self-worth and value 

 

e) ENQUIRY 

- Curiosity and a desire to seek the truth 

- Developing a personal interest in metaphysical questions 

- Being prepared to acknowledge bias and prejudice in oneself 


