
Parents Forum Minutes 
24th March at 9am and 6pm 

 
Attending: 18 parents (11 at 9am; 7 at 6pm) 
                    Anne Del Greco (ADG) 
                    Jacqui Sesto (JS) (am only) 
 
 
Update on points from previous forum 
 
Traffic in the Lane: ADG thanked the parents who had worked with the school to get bollards put up 
and asked if they had made a difference in the Lane. All the parents agreed that children are much 
safer when walking on the pavement. Some parents feel that too many cars are using the Lane and 
double parking so it is still dangerous for crossing the road. Some parents say the roundabout is a 
dangerous area and would like a crossing and improved signs. Parents should continue to complain 
and report issues to the school or directly to the Council. The school will name and shame those who 
park dangerously.  
 
Lunch menu on website: This is now on the website but ADG feels it is difficult to find so will move it 
to a drop down tab to make it more noticeable.  
 
Clubs information: ADG offered apologies that the clubs list was not on the website for the spring 
term but said all information would be uploaded for the summer term. Parents unanimously agreed 
that it was great having all the information on one letter at the same time. A slight improvement 
would be to put 5 reply slips on the back - one for each day of the week. ADG would arrange this.   
 
School calendar on website: ADG reported that this was kept up to date more often. Parents agreed. 
 
Request for fruit twice a day: Parents had previously asked about having fruit twice a day.  ADG said 
at the moment this was not possible because of the budget limitations.  She suggested that maybe 
parents could bring in fruit for the afternoon. Parents thought it was a good idea and a parent 
suggested some sort of rota within the class. Selling fruit in school was also a possibility. 
 
Letters by email: ADG reported that school is sending more letters by email and this has been received 
well. Parents didn't think printing reply slips was a problem. 
 
 
Results of parent survey 
 
ADG reported back on the parents’ survey earlier this year which was given out at parents evening in 
February rather than in the summer. There was a much better response from each year group and 
having the survey earlier means that the school can act on any issues quickly. A few parents said they 
didn’t receive one for each sibling. ADG agreed it was important to make sure there was one for each 
child and would send them out again.  
 
For every question except one, the responses were at least 90% positive. There were very few 
negative responses but some parents answered don’t know. For the statement ‘Bullying is dealt with 
effectively’ 31% answered ‘don’t know’. A parent suggested that the survey should include a yes/no 
question for bullying as some parents put ‘don’t know’ as they have had no experience of bullying. 
ADG told parents that activities were planned to help children understand what bullying is and what it 
isn't. 



One parent said some children do naughty things in the playground and then hide from teachers. She 
said children should tell the teacher about things like this especially if it happens a second time.  
 
ADG agreed that it was important that children tell teachers about anything they are worried about. 
She says that the relationship between staff and children is very good and children feel they are able 
to speak to staff even though sometimes they may not. She noted that particularly in Year 5, girls fall 
in and out of friends quite often. 
 
Healthy Schools Award 
 
ADG told parents that the school has just acheived Healthy Schools silver Award (we already have 
bronze). ADG explained that this was about improving knowledge and understanding of healthy 
lunches and after school snacks, because some children have very sugary drinks or a lot of biscuits for 
a snack. She showed the website for change 4 life which has lots of ideas for healthy lunches and 
passed around a draft policy. 
 
One parent said she was pleased that the policy included after school snacks, but said it was difficult to 
find healthy alternatives that won't get squashed.  ADG said we could send suggestions home and also 
showed the parents that there were lots of ideas on the website. 
 
ADG asked the group - How do you think parents will react if we said no crisps and cakes in packed 
lunches? The overall response was good. Parents liked the idea that the school were responsible and 
said it would be easier to deal with children’s protests. One parent suggested that the school buy a 
smoothie maker and could sell smoothies and other healthy snacks. The parents suggested a treat one 
day a week and another suggested that this initiative could begin in the summer term after the Easter 
break with the inevitable glut of chocolate! 
 
One parent said children don't have enough time to eat the packed lunches and sometimes his 
children bring everything home again. ADG said she would investigate this as there was plenty of time 
to eat packed lunches. Other parents said perhaps they were in a hurry to go out to play and 
suggested that a dinner lady could check the boxes before allowing the children out to play. 
 
Other parents suggested that the information should be sent home in other languages; there could be 
a crisp free day on certain days or only allow crisps on one day of the week; and the school could sell 
smoothies and fruit. 
 
The curriculum – what extra information would parents like? 
 
ADG reported that it was lovely that parents seem more interested in school these days and asked 
what other information parents would like about the curriculum. Parents’ comments included: 
` More sessions for parents to learn how teachers teach things like written division. 
` Guidance on the new curriculum would help support the children at home 
` ADG and the parents agreed that workshops were a better idea than just information on the website 
` Parents would like help in maths and literacy as the terminology is different sometimes in school 
` Practical sessions are helpful especially for maths 
` Definitions of words / terminology booklet would be helpful especially for phonics and grammar  
` It is good to be given targets at parents’ evening, but could parents have targets for the year as well? 
 
ADG and parents discussed that it would be a good idea if parents worked with teachers to put a 
booklet together. ADG said the school would arrange more sessions for parents. 
 



A parent asked whether the curriculum was followed closely and if visits didn’t take place, did they 
address it later in a different term. ADG said that the curriculum is followed closely. There is a new 
curriculum this year and changes may need to be made in the way the school organises the new 
curriculum, but that the whole curriculum would be taught. There has been some difficulty in 
arranging RE visits and so the school has tried to arrange for someone from a local church to come and 
visit before Easter but had had no response.  A parent suggested that we send out a letter asking if 
people have family connections with religious places of worship and others agreed that it would be 
good to have some visitors for assemblies. 
 
 
Other points raised 

 School meals 
When asked about any other business, one parent asked about school dinners. She said portions were 
very small and her child comes home hungry.  ADG didn’t think portions were small and in fact at the 
last parent forum Reception parents thought portions were too big. Other parents had no issue with 
portion size and generally parents were positive about the meals. A parent suggested that the dinner 
ladies could ask if the children wanted one or two sausages or another scoop of mash or pasta at the 
time of serving as parents understand that children cannot go back for seconds.   
 
ADG said that choice for every child every day can never be guaranteed as some things will always run 
out. The rota in KS2 helps and means that different classes are last on different days. 
 
One parent suggested the school carries out a children’s survey on school dinners, asking simple 
questions like are you hungry after your school meal?  It was suggested that this survey go to KS2. 
Reception and KS1 parents need to be reminded to register on the dinner system so they can see what 
their children choose to eat. 
 

 FOO – Friends of Oakthorpe PTA 
Due to lack of time, FOO wasn’t discussed. JS said information about this would be put in the next 
newsletter. 
 

 Website  
One parent said that the content of the website is good and has been more up to date lately, but 
would like better branding. She offered to support the school with this and has passed her contact 
details to ADG. She is also aware that there are apps for targets. Some parents asked if homework 
could be put on the website, but others say they prefer it on paper. 
 
 
ADG thanked parents for attending and sharing their views. 
 
 
 


