
PARENTS FORUM - NOTES FROM MEETING 
9TH May 2018 @ 9am 

 
 
20 parents attended 
 
Agenda consisted of  

 Educational Visits / School trips 

 The new headteacher 

 Parent survey 

 Something that has been successful and something that needs improving 

 In addition, parents were asked if they wished to raise any other points 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL VISITS 
 
Mrs DG explained that the school felt these visits were really valuable for the children. The school tries 
to keep costs down and subsidises trips, but this is becoming harder. The school purchased another 
minibus a couple of years ago so sometimes there are no expensive coach costs. The school does not 
make any money on trips.  
 
In the last couple of years, the school has been on the verge of having to cancel trips because not 
enough voluntary contributions have been received. How have parents found Parentpay for trips? 
 
One parent was concerned about the number of reminders about paying for a trip. Mrs DG explained 
that this had happened due to the contributions being made slowly and the school was worried that 
the trip would have to be cancelled. She agreed that the cut-off date for paying should be earlier to 
prevent this from happening. The date needs to give parents enough time to make a contribution, but 
cannot be too near the visit in case of the need for cancellation. 
 
One parent asked if going on trips was the school’s decision. Mrs DG said it was. We plan trips when 
we think it is beneficial to the children’s learning. 
 
In response to other comments, Mrs DG said some parents cannot afford to take the whole family and 
that going with the school is usually a cheaper option. The school receives a Pupil Premium Grant to 
support children from low income families and that some of this money can be used to subsidise trips 
for these children. 
 
A parent suggested the school send out a proposal for a trip to see if parents are willing and able to 
contribute. Mrs DG said that this has been done in some cases, but the school does not receive a 
response from all parents.  
 
Another parent suggested using public transport more. The school uses that where possible. 
Sometimes there are barriers eg not suitable for all our children, location of a venue, but agreed that 
this can be an answer. 
 
Another parent was surprised that the children don’t go to museums more. The British museum is free 
entry and links to the curriculum. Year groups have been to museums and in KS2 often visit an art 
gallery. In the last few years there have sometimes been security issues. Mrs DG said she would 
promote visits to museums with teachers.  
 



A parent said it was wrong for children's names to be on the board if their parent haven't paid. Mrs DG 
agreed and said conversations about paying shouldn't involve the children.  
 
One parent was worried that the Isle of Wight trip would not happen next year when her child would 
be in Year 6. Mrs DG said that there were no reasons for Isle of Wight not to happen and that there 
was always an alternative to this… Activity Week. She also said that there are more parents than 
before not wanting their children to stay overnight at camp, making it difficult for the school to 
manage camp. 
 
Parents asked if the school could provide a list of costs / visits at the start of the year as this would 
help with budgeting / saving towards a visit. Mrs DG agreed that this could be done and that this 
would enable parents to pay in smaller amounts. Mrs DG said she was looking into how secondary 
schools organise visits.  
 
One parent was disappointed that only one Year 5 class was able to go to the House of Commons. Mrs 
DG said this was because of how tickets were allocated and that the school would try to arrange trips 
for those who did not attend. 
 
 
NEW HEADTEACHER 
 
Mrs DG read out statement / letter which Mrs Jude Garrad has written to parents 
She will be visiting school next Tuesday afternoon and then a few times later this term 
Mrs DG asked parents if there was anything they would like her to ask the new headteacher on their 
behalf  
 
 
PARENT SURVEY – Spring  
 
Mrs DG reported that the results of the parent survey were really positive. There were 120 responses 
which was similar to last year. There was a really positive response about homework this year, which 
was much better than previous years. 
Less than 4% of responses were disagree to any question. Parents were particularly positive about 
their children being happy and well looked after in school 
Mrs DG explained that if a parent said they were unhappy about more than two questions, Mrs Wood 
contacts them to discuss their concerns and see if anything can be done. This is not always possible 
though, because parents do not always include their name. 
Mrs DG thanked parents for completing the survey. She said she was very pleased that parents were 
happy about the school. 
 
 
BUS STOPS  
 
Mrs DG reported that there are 2 bus stops being put up near school (in Tottenhall Road and in 
Chequers Way) and a few parking spaces will be lost. Mrs DG said that the Council were going to 
improve safety in the Lane when they made changes to local roads, but the school has not heard 
anything about this since last June.  
Wondering if anyone knew anything else? Parents were asked to let the school know if they hear 
about any other changes. 

 
 



FOO – Friends of Oakthorpe  
 
Mr Fox, the new chair of FOO, spoke about the need for parents to get involved with FOO. At the 
moment, much work is done by staff but FOO is a parent and teacher association. He said that 
fundraising is very important because schools are receiving less funding and so do not have enough for 
some things. Oakthorpe needs new play surfaces over the summer. 
Mr Fox said it would be good if there was a parent representative from each class. 
 
One parent said it would be good to see what the money raised is being spent on. Another parent 
suggested that information was put on the noticeboard or on the website.  
One parent suggested holding evening meetings to help parents attend. Mrs DG said she used to hold 
the meeting in the morning and in the evening, but sometimes only 2 parents attended in the evening.  
Mr Fox asked if there were any parents interested in supporting FOO who hadn’t before. Some 
parents gave their contact details and were thanked for doing so.  
One parent said that some parents want to be reimbursed for volunteering.  
 
Mr Fox added that FOO will be dependent on new headteachers support, because at the moment Mrs 
DG releases staff to run and organize FOO events and this may not continue. 
 
 
SOMETHING TO IMPROVE AND SOMETHING THAT HAS GONE WELL 
 
Something to improve – a parent asked if this year the school could celebrate Black History month 
particularly as it is the 70th anniversary of Windrush. Mrs DG said that the school used to celebrate 
Black History month more. In the last few years the school has focused on other heritages as well to 
promote knowledge and respect of different heritages, but agreed that Windrush was an important 
event and would ask staff plan something. 
Parents asked which groups children learnt about in heritage week. Mrs DG explained that each year 
group focused on one  - these included Greek, Turkish, Indian, Caribbean and British.  
 
Another parent suggested that Eid should be celebrated more as well. Mrs DG said that assemblies 
focus on different religious festivals and some years there is greater emphasis on some than on 
others. The school would look at this.  
 
Another asked if it would be possible to celebrate Kids Day which is on 23rd April. 
 
What's gone well – these included the new website;  the Anglo Saxon day for Year 4; communication 
for Reception parents; and inclusion at the school.  
 
 
OTHER POINTS  
 
School Meals: Parents reported that the menu was wrong at the moment – Mrs DG would check this. 
A parent asked what the school is doing to get rid of processed food in the kitchen. Mrs DG said there 
are strict guidelines on the amount of fat, sugar and salt in meals, but doesn’t know about processed 
foods – she would find out about this. 
In response to questions, Mrs DG said she would ask the kitchen staff if gravy and sauce could be 
served separately. 
 
Another parent said that there are not always enough vegetarian meals because other children choose 
these. Mrs DG said she would look into this. 



In response to a question, Mrs DG said children are allowed to have seconds as long as every child has 
had their meal.  
 
Parent Pay: Parents asked if after school clubs could be paid for on parent pay. Mrs DG said this 
probably wasn’t possible, because the clubs are run by different staff, but the school would see if this 
was possible. 
 
Drop in progress and attainment at KS2 last year: Mrs DG explained that results are often cohort 
specific and agreed that they were below results of the last few years. In last year’s Year 6 there were 
6 children who had Special Needs with an Education Health Care Plan and a number of children with 
other needs. 
 

Mrs DG thanked parents for coming to the Forum and for contributing their thoughts and ideas. 
 
 
 

 
 


